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For what it is worth… even the FEMA Environmental Officers at the RRCC think this is a bad idea… I
asked if they had any options we could consider… they believe we are opening up a can of worms
that FEMA will also have to deal with… Their concern is if a large number of well owners find issues,
and then are convinced it is flood related (even if it isn’t), they will be beating on FEMA to cover it
under the Individual Assistance Program.  If FEMA could not show it was flood-related, they would
have to deny the claims, which would cause a very large media storm.
 
They suggested getting the message to the well owners that the chance of their well being
contaminated with waterborne issues (e-coli and coliform) may be small, but if they have a concern,
follow the TCEQ recommendations of treating their well.   After the response is over, then if a well
owner still has a concern, they can work through DSHS to have the local sanitarian run a sample for
them… this is the normal process…
 

With Regards, Steve

 

From: Lyssy, Gregory 
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 6:03 PM
To: R6HarveyENVL <R6HarveyENVL@epa.gov>; R6HarveyInfo <R6HarveyInfo@epa.gov>; Crossland,
Ronnie <Crossland.Ronnie@epa.gov>; Webster, Susan <webster.susan@epa.gov>; Foster, Althea
<Foster.Althea@epa.gov>; Mason, Steve <mason.steve@epa.gov>; Smith, Monica
<smith.monica@epa.gov>; Smalley, Bryant <smalley.bryant@epa.gov>; Carroll, Craig
<Carroll.Craig@epa.gov>
Cc: Rauscher, Jon <Rauscher.Jon@epa.gov>; Shaikh, Taimur <Shaikh.Taimur@epa.gov>; Stone, Nick
<stone.nick@epa.gov>; Turner, Philip <Turner.Philip@epa.gov>; Bhattacharya, Dipanjana
<Bhattacharya.Dipanjana@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: M6H1HARVEYRESPONSE- Screening Private Domestic Wells
 
The quick answer is none.  But they suggested TCEQ or EPA labs and our contractors.  Or have water
well drillers collect the samples.  And then they spent 45 minutes explaining how dumb Mike and I
were for doing this.
 

Greg J. Lyssy
U.S. EPA
Senior Project Manager
RCRA Corrective Action (6MM-RC)
1445 Ross Avenue
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Dallas, TX  75202
Phone - 214.665.8317
Cell Phone - 214.543.4415
lyssy.gregory@epa.gov
 

From: R6HarveyENVL 
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 11:25 AM
To: Lyssy, Gregory <lyssy.gregory@epa.gov>
Cc: Rauscher, Jon <Rauscher.Jon@epa.gov>; Shaikh, Taimur <Shaikh.Taimur@epa.gov>; Stone, Nick
<stone.nick@epa.gov>; Turner, Philip <Turner.Philip@epa.gov>; Bhattacharya, Dipanjana
<Bhattacharya.Dipanjana@epa.gov>
Subject: M6H1HARVEYRESPONSE- Screening Private Domestic Wells
 
 
As per our conversation, could you ask the Texas entities such as Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
Service, if they could analyze water samples for coliforms, routine analysis (conductivity, pH,
nitrate, TDS,  etc.), and metals from private domestic wells in flood-impacted areas?
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